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HIDE ASKS
HELP OF CABINET
ANDJPLOMATS

Rpnprai Who Saved Mexico
City Presents Statement Predicting

Famine in Country.

IS NOW IN WASHINGTON,
AND CONSULTS OFFICIALS

Accuses Villa of Operating Railways
for Himself and Zapata of

Exacting Pensions From Many.

SAYS THEY POSE AS SAVIORS

Asks Moral Support of Men Who

Understand Meaning of Humanity,
and Says American Leaders Do

Not Understand Conditions.

v '

POINTS IN STATEMENT
GIVEN TO THE CABINET

Zapata, Villa and other revolutionistshave confiscated haciendasfor their own profit.
3»ot one hectare of land has

been divided by revolutionary
leaders among Indiana and other
peons as promised.
Provisional (government preventedfrom appointing tax collectors,postmasters and telegraphoperators In southern

Mexico.
Ferocious military dictatorship

only semblance of government
now in existence.
Villa taxing the nation Indefijnitely by operating the national

-ailway lines with soldiers In his

I p«y.
Villa appoints governors of

states, usurping rights of depmrtjmeat of Interior.
Group off conscienceless assassinstoday has Mexico la its grip.
Indians robbed off working

oxen, cows, grain and seed ffor
sowing: and cannot get worts.

The cabinet officers of th<
United States government and
the diplomatic officers of foreigr
governments accredited to Washingtonhave been presented with
a statement of actual conditions
in Mexico which is said to be lit'
tie short of startling, according
to information obtained by a reporterfor The Star last night
Famine within a year was predicted.
The statement, which has beer

obtained, in part, by The Stai
from Gen. Eduardo Iturbide, whc
prepared it. and who personally
presented it in conferences duringthe past week to the cabinet
officers, ambassadors and minisrnntaincthe rlerta rr» tinr

That "if the reports which the Departmentof State has receivec
from its representatives in Mexicoshould be published the)
would create a tremendous sen

sation."
. Tien. Iturbide accuses Zapata
\ iila. Gutierrez and other revolu
nonary leaders in Mexico, who
he says, have been posing as th<
saviors of the downtrodden peor
and other Indians. He declare:
that the haciendas which Zapati
has confiscated in Morelos. thos«
which Villa has taken in th<
north, and those which othei
bands of so-called revolutionist:
have taken in the central part o

Mexico have been sacked*, de
ft roved and abandoned.

No Land Divided.
"Not one hectare of land has been dl

Vded Gen. Tturbide says, "as was

"promised by the so-called revolution
iMs. nor has one individual taken u

» t*e matter of the solution of the agra
r'an question, which is altogether
problem for the consideration .df me:
capable of understanding it than for
group of conscienceless assassins, sue!

those which today have Mexico i
tbet grip."
Gen. Iturbide, who is the grandson o

That Iturbide who was proclaimed Em
r^ror of Mexico, who is the man wh
three tunes prevented the sacking o
Mexico City. Mho transferred the ex
r- ut've power to Carrariza and who 1
Known even by his political enemies
made while he was governor of th
federal district of Mexico, to be fear
1* j-s in his championship of the righ
as v ell as of undisputed personal four
asre and honesty, has been living 1
Washington for the past month, sine
he made a remarkable escape frdm th
Mexican capital with the assistance c
State Department agents. He is we
known in Washington and a cousin c
Prince Iturbide, long a resident c
Georgetown
Bv reason of his long residence i

Mexico, he is admittedly familiar w !t
all sides of all questions in Mexic<
If- is now preparing for David ?
Houston, Secretary of Agriculture,
statement of the agrarian problem i
Mexico, to supplement the genera
statement of conditions which he ha
prepared for the other cabinet member
and the diplomats at Washington.

Denies B.' evelt Report.
Telegraphic news dispatches lai

night from San Antonio, Tex., purpon
, Ing to describe a series of meeting
in that city having for their obje<

[the launching of the Mexican aristoi
(.Continued on FourtU Page.jL
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NEUTRALS TO BE FREE
OF BRITISH TYRANNY,
GERMANS ASSERT.

BERLIN, February 6
(by wireless to London).
.Berlin newsfiafrers todayfioint out that the
blockade measures which
the German government
has announced it intends
to fiut into effect not only
will serve as Germany's
own defense, but also
will "liberate the neutral
powers from the tyranny
of Great Britain, which is
threatening international
law with sovereign contempt.'
"The German declarationdoes not encroach on

the international liberty
of the high seas," says
the Tages Zeitung, "but is

confined to enemy coast
waters, while Great Britainsome time ago declaredthe whole of the
North sea in the war

zone, thereby recklessly
injuring neutral shipping."

ASSAILS METHODS
OF D1ASSESS0R

Representative Page Says
i n_

rcrgunai rropeny is AppraisedFrom Sidewalk.

CHARGES ARE PLACED
BEFORE COMMISSIONERS

L William P. Richards Refuses to
i Comment Upon Speech AttackingHis Office.

. \
A sevtfre ci ttlcfafta othe methods

followed In the District building for
the assessment of personal property
was made on the floor of the House
yesterday afternoon by Representative
Page of North Carolina, chairman of
the subcommittee in charge of the Dls
trict appropriation bill. Representative
Page charged that unbusinesslike
methods are followed by the assessor,

I and told the House that personal prop.erty is assessed by an official who
"walks on the sidewalk by the

> house." The charges had already been
laid before the Commissioners, and a

' report on the matter has been made
by Assessor William P. Richards, it
was learned last night.
t Assessor's Statement.

Assessor William P. Richards was
I asked if he desired to make any commenton the Page statement. He said:

"Representative Page called me up
I and had a conversation on this subject,
and told me he was going to say somethingabout it on the floor of the

j "House. Then he reported the matter
to the Commissioners. They have the-case before them, and I will not say
anything further about it to any one."
Representative Page spoke for about

twenty minutes, using part of the gen'eral debate time on the sundry civil
bill. He introduced in his speech a
notice he had received from the clerk
of the board of assessors saying he
was delinquent in his personal taxes,

- and that a 29 per cent penalty had
been added. He said it was the first

1 notice he had ever received in ten years
on the subject of persona! taxes.

t Not Entering Complaint.
"I an* entering no personal complaint

about the amount of the assessment
that 1 am called upon to pay." he said.

[ "but I do feel that I have a grievance
in that the first notice that T have re>ceived relative to my indebtedness to

f the District of Columbia upon my personalproperty carries with it a pen-alty of 20 per cent of the amount assessed.My curiosity* was aroused
somewhat, and I immediately called up
the assessor and asked liim for an explanationas to why I was taxed with
a penalty upon the very first notice
I had had that there was anything due
the District of Columbia from me for
personal taxes. I said. 'Have I filed

p with you any inventory of personal
property?' He said, 'Probably not.' My
next question was, 'How did you ararive at the amount of the personal

n property, to wit, $2,400?' He answered
a upon the best information he could obIjtail!. T was still insistent and a little

curious t said, 'How did you get the
information, and from whom did you
get it? You certainly did no-, inquire

,f of me. nor did 1 give it ' He hesitated
to answer that question.

° Guess at Amounts.
fired another at him, in which I

s wanted to know how they determined
* the amount of personal property of
I citizens in the District. I was not only
t. amazed, but I was shocked, as many

of you will be, when I tell you his renply .that his employes in the office
e walked the pavement in frort^of my
J dwelling and the dwelling of other peopiewho live in the District of Columbia
I and guess at the amount of personal
!f property. '

"What would they do in the. case of
an apartment house?" asked Represen.tative Mondell of Wyoming.

"I suppose he would go in and look
V at the number of letter boxes in the

lobby," answered Representative Page,
"and guess at the personal property of

, each one of the occupants. In explain_ing his methods, he mentioned 1620
® Massachusetts avenue. I do riot know
who lives there. He said: "My assessoror my employe from this office goes
by on the sidewalk and views this
house on the outside and makes an asBtsessment on the personal property
therein."
"How does he know whether the

' nouse. is abandoned or closed, and
ct whether it is not practically stripped
c- of the furniture or full of the richest

4 jLCoatiaued oa Fourth Page.^
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ENDS U. S. ANXIETY
AS TO THE SAFETY
OF NEUTRAL SHIPS

ueiman n uuiamciuuii iui

Naval War Zone Received
by Officials Here.

SEE BUT LITTLE GROUND
FOR IMMEDIATE PROTEST

Coasts of on-Belligerent Nations
Not Affected by Kaiser's

Plan.

EMBASSY ISSUES STATEMENT

Says Food Vessels Will NotBeMolested.PossibleEfforts to ProtectOther American Craft
to Be Determined.

STAND OF THE GERMANS
ON BRITISH BLOCKADE

British war measures are *

continuous violation of Internationallaw. Great Britain has dismissedthe- question of coatrahanrflaw .11 HM.

fined for Germany and by taklnK
away German property from
neutral aklpa and Imprlsoolng
Germans of military ace found
on neutral ships.
All these measures hare for

*thelr object the maintenance of
British Interests, destruction of
'German economical life and starvationof the German people.
Neutral powers are couteutlag

themselves with vain protests
agalaat Great Britain's Illegal
and Injurious measures, and are
even under pressure from EnglandIssuing: orders prohibiting:
export and transit of goods to
Germany.
Germany, therefore. Is obliged

energetically to protect her life
and Interests by declaring a
blockade.

Concern of the United States
over the menace to neutral shipping,through Germany's procla
mation of a war zone in waters
suirounding Great Britaso^gpijIreland, was alleviated last night
when it was found, after examinationof the official text, that the
seas adjacent to no neutral countryin Europe are included in the
"danger zone."

Administration officials a^e
awaiting with intense interest the
official exolanatorv memorandum
which Ambassador Gerard noti
fied the State Department has
been prepared particularly for this
government by Germany. The)
believe, however, that it will leave
little ground for protest against
Germany's action, in advance a1
least of some specific violation ot
the rights of neutral merchant
men.

The United States' chief interestnow is in what steps the Germannaval commanders will take
to verify the real character of vesselsflying neutral flags, and assurancethat every effort possible
will be made to save passenger;
3nd crews of vessels which ma)
be carrying contraband will b<
sought.

Areas of Operation.
The official text of the proclamation

received --.yesterday from Ambassado
Gerard at Berlin by the State Depart
ment, and made public last night, re
veals that the areas directly border
lug on the territorial waters of Franc,
and Great Britain are held to be h
the zone of operations within whicl
neutral vessels may be subject to th*
hazards of naval warfare.
The original wireless report state*

that shipping north of tlie Shetlan*
Islands, in the eastern basin of th<
North sea, and for thirty nautica
miles along the Dutch coast, "wouli
be endangered in the same ways" ai

the waters around the belligerent ter
ritory.
The official text, after pointing ou

that the waters surrounding Grea
Britain and Ireland, including the Eng
lish channel, were to be considered
within the zone of war, says, however
that the "routes of navigation aroum
the north of the Shetland Islands, i?
the eastern part of the North sea am

in a strip thirty miles wide along th«
Dutch coast are not open to the dan
ger zone." «

Send Message of Inquiry.
When officials of the State Depart,

ment received the text they immediate
ly sent a message of inquiry to deter
mine whether there was not som<

slight error in translation of the las
phrase "not open to the danger zone,
but said later they had 110 doubt tha
the particularization of these route
meant they were the suggested route
for neutral ships and that shipping t
Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Hollan
was not affected by the proclamation.
The arrival of the unofficial text o

the German memorandum by wireles
to Sayville confirmed the view of of
ficials that neutral coasts were not af
fected, and cleared up all doubts as t
the accuracy of Ambassador Gerard'
earlier message.

Lansing's Statement.
Acting Secretary Lansing issued las

night the following statement :

"The department has received fron

Ithe American aniDagsaaor at Berlin tP'
^Continued on Secon* Page.)
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LUS1TANIA, FLYN
CROSSES

! Cunard Liner Capta
of Union Jack

h and
LONDON, February 6, 5:04 ]

ing the American flag. The Lusitai
An American passenger said t

had neutral mails and neutral pass
The Lusitania received a wire

: marines had been sighted from thj
' Afte/being delayed by heavy storms,.
which raised seas deck high and in,jured eleven passengers, the Lusitaniaarrived off Queenstown late yes>terday. She cruised off the Irish port

r for two hours, and, without picking
, up a pilot, as is usually done, pro'ceeded for Liverpool at full speed, artriving at the Mersey channel at daybreak,with the Stars and Stripes still
t flying.
r According to a statement by Will Ircwin, an American writer, the Lusitania

carried the regulation large American
flag at her stern, with a small Americanflag and mail pennant at the forepeak.
Former United States Senator La.fayette Young, another passenger,

while he did not personally see the
; flag flying, said it was accepted as a

fact by all on board. "w

While the British foreign office has
received no official'advices concerning
a report current in shipping circles that
the Cunard line steamship Lusitania

; BELGIAN COMMISSION
CREATES 100 DEPOTS

r

Arrangements Made for Free Trans[
portation for Belief of
1 Non-Combatants.
!» .

_____

NEW YORK, February t>..Arrange1ments for 100 inland assembling de1pots throughout the United States,
e where donations for the non-eombat1ants in Belgium may be brought to1gether and resliipped in carload lots
® to the most desirable seaports, have

been perfected by the commission for
t relief in Belgium, the commission antnounced tonight.

Through the< establishment of these
* depots each state is given facilities for

j assembling, free of cost, small lots of

i food or clothing and consolidating
d them into shipments tb one of fourteen
e points, whence chartered vessels may

transport them to Belgium. The commissionhas sent shipping instructions
to all the states making donations.

Best to XTse
^
Facilities.

In its announcement of this plan
the commission states:

e "Its 100 state assembling depots, its

} fourteen terminal seaboard facilities,
its free transport over laifd and sea,

* its free iiifeuranc^, its free service-in
g CVCI J |JI uj/ci ouvi iivvvub». j .

0 accorded primarily to each state
d branch of the commission or to each

state committee which the commission
1 has founded or recognized; also to
5 every institution, organization or in"dividual that has something helpful to

give in food or money. It is therefore
° best that each state committee and all
8 interested in the work of feeding Belgiumutilize the facilities freely given

by# the commission.

t Free Transportation.
"In order to promote the harmonious

a workihg of the system which it has
b now established, and to route freight

advantageously to seaboard and send it

IG THE AMERICA
IRISH SEA SAFEL1

in Hoists United Sts
to Protect the Neutra

I Mails Aboard the SI
j.m..The Cunartf lino&teamer Lu
lia sailed from N ew York January
he captain claimed the right to fl;
>engers aboard.
less message from the Baltic of tl
it vessel.
flew the American flag on entering Liverpoolthis morning, and will make no
formal statement until the matter is
presented in definite form, a prominent
British official today said that inasmuchas the British government grants
ships of other nations the privilege of
using the union jack to escape capture
it naturally feels that a similar privilegewould be granted to its ships in
a similar emergency.
The British merchant shipping act

passed in 1S94 contains the following
paragraph:
"If a person uses the British flag and .

assumes the British national character
on board a ship owned in whole or in
part by persons unqualified to own a
British ship, for the purpose of making
the ship appear to be British, the ship
shall be subject to forfeiture under this
act unless the assumption has been
made for the purpose of escaping captureby the enemy or by a foreign ship
of war in the exercise of some belligerentright."
Although officials had received no reportof-the use of the American flag by

where ships at different ports require
cargo, the commission will furnish free
inland-to-seaboard transportation on
such donations of non-perishable foodstuffs,clothing, blankets, etc., as are
given to the custody of its recognized
branch or state committee at its officialdepot; delivered or sent to one of
the many assembling depots; or con-
signed direct to the commission ior
relief In Belgium from the point of
origin.that is, the railroad, coastwise
steamer, express or parcel post stations
where the shipment starts.

IWENrteTtLED
FAYETTEVIWJS, w. Va.. ^February

6..Twenty miners were killed and 160
escaped death In an explosion in the
Carlisle mine of the New River Coal
Company today. I
That so many men escaped after beingentombed was due to the fact that

cage and shaft were not damaged.
While many were brought out by the
cage, some managed to climb ou^
through the air shafts. Four men were
rescued by searching parties, who pen-
etrated the mine soon after the ex-
plosion, which is believed to have been
due to the ignition of a pocket of gas
from a miner's lamp. One of the rescuedmen, suffering from burns, was
sent to a hospital.
Six bodies were found by the search-

ers near where the explosion occurred.
The names of the dead have not been
ascertained. It is reported the interior
of the mine was damaged only slightly
and that operations can be resumed *

within a few days. <
A more extended search of the mine ;

late today, following the clearing
away of debris, led to the finding of
fourteen more bodies. All had been

killedby the after damp while at1
work. ]
State mine inspectors, who took

charge of the mine, learned that ISO
men had gone into the workings this
morning. All the victims were of foreignbirth or negroes.
Soon after the mine inspectors and

the remainder of the rescue party
went down the shaft the signal to
hoist was given those on top and in a
few minutes three bodies were at the
surface. The general manager said
progress in the search was being made,
and he believed the other bodies 1

would be recovered later. «
The Carlisle mine ia a sister mine t

to the Parrall, Stuart and Whipple
mines, in which expolsions in if06 and s
1907 cost 120 lives. t

i
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N FLAG,
^ TO LIVERPOOL
ites Ensign in Place

tip. j
isitania crossed the Irish sea fly30,arriving at Liverpool today.
y the American flag because he

le White Star line that two subthe

British liner Lusitania, they indicatedlast night that an injury into the
incident might be made.
The rules of international law are

clear in that each nation has the right
to determine for itself the conditions
under which its flag may be bestowed
on a vessel.
Examination of-the statutes of the

United States reveals that there is no
law prohibiting the misuse of the
American flag by foreign vessels.
Upon the outbreak of war with Chile

in 1ST9 Peru inquired of the United
States as to what conditions must be
complied with in order that a merchant
vessel might be considered as belong-!
ing to the United States and under
what conditions the United States flag
might be used.
The American legation in Peru sent a

note in reply which was supplemented
by a memorandum from the Secretary
of State, Mr. Evarts, who said that
"there is no prohibition of the use of
the American flag by a foreign vessel
beyond the jurisdiction of the United
States, or any penalty provided therefor."

CINCINNATI FLOODS
CRIPPLE RAILROADS

Union Station Vacated by Forces,
Which Seek Higher

Ground.

CINCINNATI. February 6..The CentralUnion railroad depot, the tracks
of which are inundated by the flood,
was vacated late today and the various
lines operating out of there were
forced to seek stations on higher
ground.
The flood reached the stage of fiftyfivefeet four inches late today, and

continued to vise at the rate of one-
tenth of a foot an hour. According to
the government weather forecaster the
crest will be reached some time tonight
or early tomorrow morning with a
fifty-six foot stage.

Suffering Held to Minimum.
While a large number of houses in

the wholesale and densely populated
resident district are under water, the
sufferings of people and the damage
to goods have been held to the minimum.This was made possible by the
imnle warntner vivpn ac wail uo ibe

efficient work of the numerous charity
md relief organizations in the city.
The flood waters have inundated the

low lying sections of both Newport
and Covington, Ky., across the river
From Cincinnati and hundreds of familieshave been forced to vacate their
homes there.

FOR STATE OF JEFFERSON.

Bill for the Division of Texas Is
Favorably Reported.

AUSTIN, Tex.f February 6..A resolu:ionto create out of the Panhandle of
vest Texas a new state named Jefferjotiwas favorably reported today to
:he state senate.
During committee debate both sides
tnnounced they did not expect adoptionof the resolution.
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RUSSIAN AR1
CRUSHES
ATTACK I

\

Petrograd Advices
With Great Sla

Hindenburj
MUSCOVITES CROS

CAPTURING GI
Czar's Forces Now Threaten t

of Kaiser's Annies in
Annihilation, Are Fi

AVIATOR SINK
Special Cablegram toTbe

ROTTERDAM, February
Daily Mail)..A Flanders com
night an English warplane h
defying the concentrated fire, i

300 feet of the ground. About
ing from the disciplinary cou

tenced to punishment, ran for
The airman coolly droppet

a submarine moored alongside
rific explosion and the subm<
got safely away.

LONDON, February 6..Lat<
that Gen. von Hindenburg again
Warsaw" and that his army once r

by the Russians. The furious ons

formation, with armored automob
was cut to pieces by the shrapnel <

thp evart ran ere of the oncomine
the Germans. The rush has beet
now waging a desperate defensive

The Russians have crossed th
flanking movement that may cut
tion and administer an overwhelir
is furious and the losses are grea
Some reports say the dead will e>

Deadly Artillery Work.
The Russian counter blow on the

massed assaults of Gen. von Hindenburg'smen is, to British observers, the
most interesting development of the
struggle In the east. It overshadows
for the moment the operations of the
Russians in East Prussia, and is taken
in some quarters to indicate they have
reused playing the role of merely holdingtheir lines to the west of Warsaw
and determined on an effort to expel
the invaders,
Assumption by the Russians of the

offensive west of Warsaw was coincidentwith the arrival at the front of
Emperor Nicholas.
The Russian artillery is playing a big

part in this latest battle. Its execution
has been deadly, simply smashing battalionafter batalion of the enemy
and annihilating their armored cars.

Details of Battles.
While the Germans with three-quartersof their forces along the Bzura

continued to hammer the Russian line
the Russians seized this opportunity
to throw their forces across the Bzura
at Kamion, near the junction of the
Bzura with the Vistula and captured
the German fortified position at this
place.
At the same time they drove the Germansacross the Bzura at Dakhova,

which is close to Sochaczew.
At Kaminon the Russians captured

a quantity of steel bullet proof shields
which they immediately utilized in
tin* succeeding fighting. They also
took a number of quick-firing guns
from the enemy, and in this district,
and also on the upper Rawka river they
were successful in capturing a good
many German outposts.
' Near Bolimow the Germans were unfoiontint*in their attack, and the Rus-
sians countered with equal ferocity.
The German forces repeatedly made

use of armored motor <*ars on which
machine guns and quick-firers had
been set up. A hail of shrapnel from
the Russian lines, however, forced them

,to retire.
Russian military authorities are of

the Opinion that the desperation evidencedby the Germans in Russian Polandis a shield for the removal of
forces toward the western front, and
they compare these attacks with those
delivered by Gen. von Hindenburg in
the early weeks of the war, when six
corps of German soldiers were rushed
toward France.

Fighting Elsewhere.

From Skiernewice southward to
Radom and Kielce there have been
scattering artillery engagements. Farthersouth of this line Austro-German
forces have attempted to take the offensiveat Shernike, which is sixteen
miles to the southwest of Kielce, and

also at a point near Remboy, which is
twelve miles farther south on the
river Nida.

*~

At Shernike the Russians, anticipating
an attack, destroyed the bridge over the
Nida and shelled the enemy from the
opposite bank, forcing him to retire.
At Rembovalso the Russians report a

victory. At Shabno, which is Just to
north of Tarnow, in G&licia. the I

Austrians made an attempt upon the |
Russian fortifications on the left bank I
of the Dunajec. They endeavored to <

approach by means of an elaborate
system of trenches, but they were

CILLERY
TEUTONIC
(IN WARSAW
V/ll If lllU/11 TV

.. jj
Describe Defeat,

oghter, of von

;'s Army.
is the BZURA,
lRMAN positions
0 Cut Line of Communication
Poland, Which, Facing
ghting Desperately.

S SUBMARINE.
Star cod NewYork Tiine*.

' 6 (dispatch to the London
espondent says that Thursday
overed over Zeebrugge, and,
made a sudden dive to within
forty German soldiers returnrt,where they had been sencoverin all directions.

1 his bombs at short range on

: the mole. There was a terarinewas sunk. The aviator

tst advices from Poland indicate
has failed in his attempt to take
nore is in danger of being trapped
;laught of the Germans in massed
iles armed with quick-firing guns,
af the Russian artillery, which had
hordes and literally slaughtered

l checked and von Hindenburg is
battle to save his army,
e Bzura and are pushing'on their
the German line of communicalingdefeat to the foe. The battle

.t, especially on the German side,
xeed an)- other battle of the war.

driven out from these shelters at thepoint of the bayonet.
In the Carpathians, from Dukla Pass

to Uzsok and thence fifty miles diIrectly south of Przemysl, the Russians
report a continued advance, in which
they are pushing the enemy to the
south.
Three thousand prisoners are reportedto have been taken in the various

actions of the past three days.
Cost Germans 25,000 Men.

FKTROGRAD, February 6..Followingtheir success in a three-day fight
in which seven divisions of German
infantry were cut to pieces along the
six-mile front of GOumine-Borjimov.
the Russians have assumed the offensivewest of Warsaw and have crossed
the Bzura river at its junction with tli*
Vistula. Their massed attacks cost
the Germans 115,000 men, killed and
wounded.
From all accounts, the conflict now

in progress along the Bzura, where
the Russians are pushing their advantages,is one of the greatest of
the war. Before the Germans could
recover from their defeat in the battle
of Goumine-Borjhnow, the Russians
effected a crossing at the Bzura-Vistulaconfluence and drove the enemy
from a bridgehead near Dakowo.
The savage fighting which resulted In

the shattering of Gen. Makensen's
army of 100,000, the flower of the Germaninfantry, and in the new initiativeof the Russians west of Warsaw
has subordinated iri public interest for
the present the important movements
of the czar's armies in the north and
south, although in the former region
they have seized both banks of the
Inster river, enabling them to deliver
a flank attack on Instorburg.

Germans Show Great Valor.
In a futile feat of valor, unparalleled

perhaps in modern times, the Germans
made successive charges preceded by a
terrific art^lery Are of at least 600
guns* wbicn spread death fit the Rus
sfan ranks and blinded and suffocated
the men in the rifle pits with noxious
gases.
Only the complete preparedness and

steady rifle and machine gun tire of the
Russians spoiled the plans of the Germans.who evidently were willing to
make the greatest sacrifices in order to
open up a way to Warsaw.
The Russian artillery, which had

rained shells upon this area for weeks,
had the range of every inch of the
ground and wrought indescribable havocas the German mass flowed over the
open plain.
From early morning until late at

night. February 2, 3 and 4, Gen. Mackensenlaunched incessant attacks
across the flat and treeless ground. An
the Germans swept forward the artillerytore great gaps in their formation.The Russian fire laid low rank
after rank, as a scythe reaps grain.
But the Germans closed the gaps and
came on.
The Russians had held back a large

force of fresh reserves. At a favorableopportunity these were hurled
against the Germans, and in a hand-tohandstruggle the fresh troops hacked
their way through the German lines
and effected a crossing of the Bxura.

Hard Blow to Von Mackensen.
The net result of the flcbtlng up to

date la the recapture by the Russians
of all the positions lost la thereat

v


